Helicobacter pylori (H. pylori) is the most common chronic bacterial infection in humans and causes many upper abdominal diseases and symptoms. Infection is more frequent and acquired at an earlier age in developing countries compared to industrialized nations. In Korea, the nation-wide seroprevalence of H. pylori infection in 1998 was higher than that of the developed countries. At the year, the seroprevalence in children (neonate∼15 years) and adult (16∼79 years) were 17.2% and 66.9%, respectively. However, seroprevalence in 2005 (59.6%) significantly decreased compared with that of 1998 (66.9%), and the decrease was significant in subjects aged less than 70 years, living in Seoul and Gyeonggi province (which is close to Seoul). The major route of transmission remains poorly understood. However, according to multivariate analysis, sex, age, geographic area, crowding (number of person per room) in childhood, economic status in childhood, and types of housing in childhood were significantly and independently associated with H. pylori seroprevalence. As 13 years have already passed since the nation-wide study in 1998, well designed study including infants and children is warranted to elucidate the seroprevalence, epidemiological factors, and the route of transmission of H.
. Seropositivity of H. pylori infection according to age. The seroprevalence increased with age and reached the highest positive rate at the ages of forty. The seroprevalence increased steeply in three age groups (10-12 and 16-19 years old and 20's). 12 참 고 문 헌
